
SUMMER NEWSLETTER, #30 

F OCU S ON  T EN N I S 

25th July 2011 

COMMODORES’ N EWS 
 
The Lake was blessed with extraordinary weather this past week: sunny, hot, windy days, the memories of 
which will carry us through many long, cold, dark days next winter. 
 
The Club is now at peak activity levels.  Sailing and tennis lessons are mostly at full capacity; the Overwa-
ter Golf tournament was, as usual, wildly popular with our younger members (thanks to organizers Liz 
Turner and Fiona Colegrave); our more mature golfing members played in the annual Golf event at Kenora 
Golf Club (thanks to organizers Larry & Carolyn Hursh); yoga, Pilates and boot camp sessions were well 
attended (thanks Jeannie Senft); we had 85 diners at Thursday dinner; the Gymkhana (run by Rina Zweig, 
Alex Sawchyn and Leslie Landell) was lots of fun for our youngest members.  In addition to our regular 
Club sailing races, we sent a contingent of six sailors to Opti Provincials at West Hawk Lake where they 
swept the top five places.  Next weekend will be even busier with the Yacht Club Dance, the Three Island 
Swim and the Kenora Cup all slated to take place. 
 
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN:  Elsewhere in this Newsletter you will find a description of the urgent situation fac-
ing our tennis courts .  Of greatest concern is the condition of courts 3 & 4, where the children's pro-
gramme is based.  Thus far this season, over 100 kids have received instruction at our Club.  Without a 
major rebuild of these courts, coupled with a refurbishment of Court 2, 
we will have to curtail these lessons or start to ration adult access to 
Courts 1 & 2.  Neither option is acceptable. 
 
We may be looking at $200,000 to do a proper job of refurbishment.  
Last year’s Capital Campaign raised $360,000 with the promise that it 
would be husbanded over the next five years.  We included in the spend-
ing plans over that period some improvements for our tennis facilities, 
but not to the extent now required.  In addition, other capital expenses 
will be needed, such as extended docks and new sail boats. 
 
We intend to honour our commitment not to ask those who have already 
committed to the Campaign to donate further (although we would happily 
accept any additional contributions they might want to make). 
 
We had hoped for a much higher participation rate from our membership 
than we actually achieved: only 20% contributed.  As a result, we now 
intend to ask those who have not yet participated - and particularly those 
whose families see value in our tennis programs - to consider joining 
those who have already committed in order to help us to maintain our 
remarkable facilities.  The Campaign is not over; we really need those 
extra contributions. 

continued overleaf... 

RR   OYAL LAKE OF THE WOODS 
YACHT CLUB  

Mo n da y Ju l y 25  
Yoga for Stiff Guys begins, 4-5pm 
 
Tues  Ju l y 26  
Ladies Luncheon 
 
W eds  Ju l y 27  
Club races, 3pm 
 
Th u r s  Ju l y 28  
Club dinner, 1961, with Joe Banfield 
 
Fr id a y Ju l y 2 9  
Arctic Glacier Youth Regatta, 10am 
 
Sa t  Ju l y 3 0  
Three Island Swim, 11am 
Yacht Club Dance, 6pm 
 
Sun  Ju l y 31  
Kenora Cup, 12pm (NOT 1pm) 

UPCOMI NG EVENTS 
at a glance...  



COMMODORES’ N EWS—con t i n u ed  
 
The Club's finances are strong.   We have an emergency reserve fund and the Capital Fund referred to 
above.  However, our operating budget is very tight.  The Club has a deliberate policy of keeping member-
ship dues at reasonable levels and relying on capital donations for major expenditures to the extent that 
Members are comfortable.  Please keep this in mind when you are approached by your fellow Members for 
a financial contribution.  If we all participate, the amount required will not be great.  For example, if at a 
minimum, all Members contributed $500 annually for three years we would reach our target. 
 
The Members’ Forum on August 7 th will be an opportunity to discuss the financial situation and tennis 
needs.  A more detailed plan for the tennis renovation will be presented at that time 
 
VOLUNTEERS:  While we are fortunate to have a great group of young contracted employees who provide 
us with fine basic services, we are still a "club" whose character and culture is defined by the volunteers 
who plan and deliver all of our special events.  This Wednesday, July 27th, we will be recognizing their con-
tributions to the Club at our Volunteer Appreciation Night .  David Rattray and I will also be using that 
event to encourage our Members to continue to make the Club a great place for our families by volunteer-
ing to help organize next year's activities. 
 
One volunteer who will be taking a well deserved break is the Editor of our Newsletter, Nicola Tory.  In last 
year's survey, Members voted our Newsletter the single most important new development at the Club.  Ni-
cola created and has edited the Newsletter for the past three years.  It is now time for someone else to 
take a turn!  If you are interested in working on the Newsletter next year, please let David Rattray or me 
know.  It is a great way to get fully connected with the Club and its Members. 
 
I am looking forward to the August long weekend or, as we call it in our Riley family, “Christmas at the Lake 
in August”.  It will be fun! 
 
Sandy Riley 
Co-Commodore 
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TENNI S COURT SI TUATI ON 
 
Court #1 was renovated in 2006 and is thus our prime venue. It is in good condition.  Court #2 needs to be 
renovated to the same standard with a new surface and repairs to the underlying deck.  This needs to be 
done in the next two years, at a cost of $25-30,000.  This expenditure was already envisaged as part of 
the 2010 Capital Campaign.   
 
Courts #3 and #4 were built in 1989 and are used currently almost exclusively for junior tennis, a growing 
programme.  We have been in denial for a long time about the condition of these two courts.    For the se-
cond time in three years, we had a major subsidence this spring, necessitating expensive emergency re-
pairs, a real ‘wake up’ call.  This issue now needs to be addressed properly. 
 
These courts are on a higher wooden deck than Courts #1 and #2.  As a result, they are inherently unsta-
ble, with an uneven and unsatisfactory surface.  We are studying various options to remedy the problems, 
including filling in the undersurface.  These options take time to refine in detail but a basic objective is 
clear: we urgently need a long term solution and a replacement of the current courts.  As stated in the 
Commodores’ News, the cost will be greater than our current resources permit. 
 
Adult tennis members, who, with their families, perhaps comprise over 50% of the membership, are urged 
to look at the current facility.  In particular, examine the understructure accessible at the SW corner.  We 
will be soliciting your views on the situation at the Members’ Forum on Aug 7th.  Certainly we will need 
more money to fund a long term solution, whichever option is chosen. 
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YACHT CLUB D ANCE 
 
The tradition continues on Saturday July 30th at the annual RLWYC Dance.  Don't miss out: tickets 
and tables are selling out quickly! 
  
Reserved tables are sold out.  Individual tickets are $85 (no reserved seat).  Buy your tickets NOW 
from Anna at the Club, on 543 2184. 
 
For those who have already purchased tickets please pick them up from Anna at the Club.  Tickets 
must be presented at the door , where they will be eligible for a door prize.  All ticket sales are final. 
 

Cocktails 6pm  Dinner 7:30pm   Dancing 9:30pm 
  

We are again offering a free safe ride home starting at 10pm.Looking forward to another memorable 
evening, with the new deck making it that much more comfortable!  

 CLUB D I NNER 
 
The Thursday Night Club Dinner on July 28th 
will be celebrating those born in 1961.  Oth-
ers not celebrating this particular milestone 
are welcome too!  Joe Banfield will be the 
host for the evening.  
 
Please remember to call Anna at the Club to 
reserve for this auspicious event. It is im-
portant that the Club is able to prepare 
properly for what promises to be a fun night 
for those turning 50 (or thereabouts).  Ru-
mour has it that upwards of 100 people will 
be celebrating, so don’t delay!  Executive Director Betty Nelson (right),  

with Administrative Assistant Anna Percy  

TENNI S 
 
This past week the tennis program was extremely 
crowded, with the Sailing/Tennis Combination being 
particularly popular. Other classes were full as well 
and continue to fill up for next week.  
 
The Ladies Doubles Championship was scheduled 
for Sunday July 24th but has been moved to a date 
to be determined due to a desire for more participa-
tion. Interested players should contact Hilary Rankin 
for more information, on 548 5034. 
 
This week, the Junior Tennis Championships will be held on Wednesday. Please note that Junior 
Clinics will not be taking place on Wednesday due to this event. 
 
Please see separate section on the Tennis Court Situation on p. 2 of this Newsletter. 

ANGIE FERGUSON TOURNAMENT 
Saturday August 6 th, 9am to 1pm  

 
Numbers are limited, so please sign up now 
for the annual Angie Ferguson Junior/Adult 
Doubles Tennis tournament.  For juniors 
aged 12 & under paired with adults aged 18 & 
over. Cost: $30 per team, including courtside 
BBQ lunch.  Siblings and spectators are invit-
ed to stay for lunch for a small additional cost.  
Lots of prizes!  



LEARN TO SAI L 
  
We are pleased with the success of our Learn to Sail program and all of our classes for the coming 
weeks are now extremely busy.  Please note that we are at the point where it is difficult to deal with 
last minute registrations.  We have strict guidelines for student/instructor ratios, a finite number of sail 
boats and coach boats and cannot always add students to the classes at the last moment.  Please 
register on-line or at the Club by Saturday at 6 pm for classes that  begin the following Monday. 
This gives the instructors time to plan ahead or to let you know that we simply do not have room. 
  
Parents are requested to consult Head Instructor Gia Gill about any changes desired to the classes 
allocated.  We plan our classes according to children’s ages and abilities and must be strict about the 
student/instructor ratios in the interests of safety and a good learning environment. 

Arctic Glacier Ya Gotta Youth Regatta 
Friday July 29 th, 10am at the RLWYC 

  
****Parents please be aware that on the RLWYC printed calendar this re gatta starts at 1 pm.  
The correct time is now Skipper’s Meeting at 10am with a Hot  Start Grand Prix style start 
from the RLWYC Starting Kiosk at 11am. ***** 
  
The organisers of the LOWISA, the main keel boat race on the Lake, are making big changes to 
this event, the Youth Regatta.  This year, the RLWYC is hosting the start of the race!  The event 
has been reinvented, with the emphasis on FUN.  No stuffy rules, lots of new ideas and excitement 
all round.  Best of all, it’s FREE, sponsored by Arctic Glacier Inc, including lunch at the Har-
bourfront where the race ends, and many prizes. 
  
All of the sailors in our Bronze Sail class and on our Race Team will participate.  In addition, any-
one in Opti lessons that week will be encouraged to take part.  Our coaches and instructors will be 
out in safety boats.  Any other sailor under the age of 18 who would like to use a Club boat for the 
event should please contact Gia Gill in advance, to ensure that a suitable boat is available. 
  
For further information, please click here. 
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VERANDA SALE &  YACH TI ON: a  f o l l ow u p o n  l a st  w eek ’s r epor t !  
  
Veranda Sale Chair Christine Skene sends special thanks to the Veranda Sale crew for an outstand-
ing accomplishment this year: Jocelyn Duncan - Gerry Wilson - Judy Owen - Linda Brousseau - Barb 
Abbott - Nancy Riley - Kelly Martin - Karen Sangster - Emma Sangster - Alyson Bulloch - Janet Sin-
clair - Chickie Hughes - Janice Green - Fred Wright 
  
Yachtion Chair Ferg Devins extends sincere thanks to the 2011 crew for all of your terrific assistance, 
support and time:  Jennifer Moncrieff – Bryce and Nicki Douglas – Jeff Banfield – Jason Stephanson – 
Catherine Konantz – Bev Pennock – Joe and Carolyn Graham  - Cathy Day Rogers – David Rattray – 
Lisa Heimbecker – Liz Prall – Anna Percy – Kathy Devins – Clark Devins – Dale Dimitroff – Will Rat-
tray – Polly Craik – Lori Hovorka – Mike Loewen 
  
Ferg and Christine also want to acknowledge Club staff for their unwavering support to ensure that 
this event was a great success. Their attention to detail and willingness to turn things around on a 
dime were first class. Many thanks also to Joanne and John Hill at Two Bears Marina for their assis-
tance with barging and removal of unwanted items. 



VOLUNTEERS’ D I NNER: 
Wed s Ju l y 2 7 t h  
 
The annual Volunteers’ Dinner 
will be held this Wednesday, 
July 27 th.  Cocktails at 6pm, 
followed by a BBQ dinner at 
7pm.  Incorrect information is 
printed in the Calendar.   
 
The dinner, compliments of 
the Club, is to thank the le-
gions of volunteers for their 
tireless efforts in running the 
Club’s programs and special 
events and without whom the 
Club would not be the same. 
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Chef Dan Dworschak hard at work! 

RACI NG 
 
A brisk south breeze and favourable weather combined for a great day of sailing, on Sunday July 24 th 
for the McLaughlin Cup, dedicated in 1927 and first won by Janet Carruthers in that year. 
 
There were three races, the first won by 
Sandy Riley, and the second by Don Ko-
nantz.  The third race decided the cup winner 
and once again Don Konantz prevailed with 
his crew of Willy Konantz, Aidan Upward 
and Ben Laird.  
 
Meanwhile, the Club’s younger sailors com-
peted in the Manitoba Opti Provincials at 
West Hawk Lake.  In a field of 13 boats, 
RLWYC sailors dominated the podium.  Well 
done boys! 
 
Overall Standings:   

Edward Parkhill 1st 
Will Moncrieff 2nd 
Bryce Kristjansson 3rd 
15 & under winner: Zachary Wells 
13 &under winner: Edward Parkhill 
10 & Under winner: Bryce Kristjansson 
 

Next week is the Kenora Cup, which is being held on Sunday, August 1st for the largest and most 
prestigious Club trophy, given by the citizens of Kenora.  The course is the perennial 'round Coney 
race which will start at 12:00 pm (not 1pm as printed).  This race involves a whole lot of luck, so eve-
ryone who sails has a chance of winning. The Race Committee will be on the Royal Spirit, and if you 
would like to volunteer for the RC, or just go on the boat to take pictures, contact Gia Gill and she will 
reserve a spot for you.  Note that any Member can use a Club sailboat; just contact Gia to reserve 
your boat ahead of time.  This is the highlight race of the season.  Send the best from your camp!   

Don Konantz, Willy Konantz, Aidan Upward and Ben Laird 
with the McLaughlin Cup 

STEP I NTO A CTI ON 
 
Through record breaking heat 
and grueling humidity, Dr. Riley 
Senft finished running for seven 
days straight, 51 - 61 km per day. 
He reached Sault Ste Marie on 
Saturday.  His blog says it was 
like running into a hair dryer!  
Sunday was a welcome day of 
rest and provisions.  On Monday, 
Riley continues his run on Hwy 
17 towards Thunder Bay where a 
special celebration is planned at 
the Terry Fox Memorial.  Once 
again, thank you for your support!  
Visit www.stepintoaction.ca for 
more info. 



Geills Turner 

OVERWATER GOLF CLASSI C 2 011  
 
The Overwater Golf Classic teed off on Saturday after-
noon to a chilly and windy start, but rapidly improved to 
swimsuit weather.  Nonetheless, 109 participants, in 23 
teams were eager to go. There were some spectacular 
performances by a new junior entry, solid competitive 
Richardson sibling rivalry and many more extraordinary 
feats of overwater golfing. 
 
This event is a key fund and fun raising event on the 
RLWYC calendar. It grossed $6130, exceeding last 
year’s tally by $1300.  Our thanks go to ALL participants 
who parted with their $5 and $20 bills. 
 
This year's winners: 

Top Male: Thor Richardson (7), closely followed by Gestur Kristjansson (8) 
Top Female: Carolyn Hursh (17) 
Top Junior:  Adam Yunis (23), a special guest from Minneapolis 
Top Team:  Team Waterhorse - Paul Ralph, Ben Parrish, Rob Maycher & Matt Banville (58) 

 
The event would not be possible without the enthusiasm and 
support of the Hole Hosts.  Many thanks to the Murray family, 
the McDonald family, the Thomsons, the Connachers (with 
hosting by Geills Turner, Simon Murray & Rina Zweig), the 
McLaughlins, the Maychers (with hosting by Saint Dick, Par-
rishes and others), and the Konantz family. 
 
The Thomsons held their top ball selling position and raised 
$420 from ball sales (the macho men cannot resist a chal-
lenge). The McDonalds  were the most improved hole, with ball 
sales of $400!   
 
A huge vote of thanks goes to MOLSONS who donated a 
whopping 30 cases of beer and some fabulous prizes.  Ferg 
Devins arranged this sponsorship yet again.  Thank you, Ferg. 
 
 
 
 
 

Finally, thanks to all the caddies, the Yacht 
Club team who provided great delivery support, 
snacks for the holes and built a wonderful new 
structure for the Yacht Club hole, and above all 
to Fiona Colegrave and Liz Turner who orga-
nized it all.  It was a great afternoon and anoth-
er fun event.   
 
Rumour has it that next year we might play the 
back nine holes on the far side of the Gap! 
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Geills Turner 
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TH REE I SLAND SWI M, Sa t u r d a y Ju l y 3 0 , 1 1a m  
 
In 1989, six intrepid swimmers decided to swim from Keewatin Beach to Coney Beach. This was a 
simpler time. There was certainly no training, the participants wore baggy shorts and no swimming 
goggles. The early route crossed the float plane runway, and two channels so in 1990, when the 
swimmers re-convened with a few foolish Member friends, they did so at the Yacht Club for a swim 
around Kalamalka, Gourley and Yacht Club Islands. Hence the name: Three Island Swim.  The swim 
course has remained the same since that second swim. At 3 km, the event is a true test of the more 
confident individual at your camp. 
 
For those who enjoy the social aspects of this event, there is the relay category where three swim-
mers each complete roughly a 1,000 metres.  All participants must have a spotter , strongly preferred 
in a non-motorized boat, to watch over their health and welfare.  On wavy days, when it may be one 
breath of air and one breath of water, it is nice to have a trusty spotter ever-present to guide the way 
and be available for rescue. 
 
A complete listing of the annual Three Island Swim results can be found on the Club’s website, to re-
view as inspiration.  The course is always finished by the resounding sound of the Yacht Club bell 
and swimmers are met with well earned snacks of fresh fruit, homemade muffins and cookies and a 
multitude of awards.  Once again it will be a morning to remember! 
 
For more information contact Don Konantz at 807.548.5004. 

BOREALI S TRI ATHLON  
This past Sunday seven members of our Club competed in the 7th Annual Borealis Triathlon in Keno-
ra.  Congratulations to Rob Duncan, Leonard Asper, Catherine Konantz, Don Konantz, Pat Konantz, 
Rob Crowley and Thera Crowley for completing this gruelling test: 1.5 km swim and 40 km bike ride, 
followed by a 10 km run. 

GOLF TOURNAMENT 2 011  
 
Twenty-seven avid Club golfers arrived at the Ke-
nora Golf Club at 7am this past Tuesday for the 5th 
Annual RLWYC Members' Golf Tournament ... to 
be greeted with Tim Horton's coffee and muffins 
and a glorious morning on the fairways.  Several 
hours later, we gathered at the clubhouse for re-
freshments and a great lunch.   
 
The winning team consisted of Gord Konantz, 
Sandy Riley, Larry Hursh and Royden Richard-
son.  Runners-up were Bryce Douglas, Roger 
Murray, Don Konantz and Sam Parrish.  The 
Men's lowest net score went to Gord Konantz and 
the Ladies' lowest net score was attained by Joan 
Richardson.  
 
Many individual skill prizes were awarded for various hole competitions and there were also multiple 
"draw" prizes for those unfortunate enough to find the sand traps and water hazards.  Lots of fun and 
good camaraderie for all.  Best of all, our "RLWYC Mulligan Fund" and a small profit resulted in a do-
nation of $500 for the Yacht Club.  Well done and many thanks to Larry and Carolyn Hursh for or-
ganizing this event once again and making it a special occasion. 

Michael Riley Gord Konantz & Gus Leach found  
the event to be a hair-raising experience! 
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GYMKH ANA 2 011  
 
We had 49 participants in a host of fun activities on a 
beautiful breezy Sunday at the club.  The games included 
a series of relay races, hands-free watermelon eating, 
swimming and the historic dress-up dive. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to the winners:  
 
Ages 5 & 6: 1st Aidan Lawton , 2nd James 
Lawton, 3rd to Fisher Gould. 
Ages 7 & 8: 1st Riley Peterson, 2nd Isaac 
Peterson & Jackson Gilmore, 3rd Claire 
Rankin. 
Ages 9 & 10: 1st Victoria Stefanson,  2nd 
Christopher Gage, 3rd Ian McLandress 
Ages 11 & 12: 1st Leila Murray, 2nd Con-
nor McSweeney, 3rd India Colegrave. 
 
 

 
Great to see some of the historic family and 
friend rivalries continue in the next genera-
tion! 
 
Thank you to the host of volunteers, in par-
ticular Rina Zweig, Alex Sawchyn and 
Leslie Konantz who made it all happen 
with a level of organization and flair.  Our 
thanks to the judges Nicki Douglas, Nancy 
Ann Parkhill, Tanny Wells and Susie Lount.   
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Questions or comments about this Newsletter?  
Please contact nicola.tory@rlwyc.ca or betty.nelson@rlwyc.ca 

 
The next Newsletter will be published on Monday Aug 1 st. 

The strict deadline for submissions, including photographs, is Sunday July 31 st at 6pm.  

LADI ES’ LUNCHEON  

 

Excitement builds for Tuesday's “BREAKFAST AT TIFFANY'S” LADIES ’ LUNCHEON!  
 
The stage is set for the fabulous ladies of RLWYC to gather on 
Tuesday, July 26th from noon to 3pm for a sold out event! The 
weather forecast is PERFECT for big hats and gloves - calling for 
sunny skies and a comfortable 23°. 
 
We are excited to gather everyone together to enjoy a Cosmopol-
itan on the deck, followed by a delicious lunch prepared by Chef 
Dan, and finally a fun and flirty fashion show. The silent auction 
has many unique items that are sure to knock off your tiaras! We 
are also excited to have the lovely Ashley Banfield as our lunch-
eon's MC. 
 
All of this made possible by hard-working RLWYC staff, generous 
local retailers, and your very own enthusiastic Members who 
have dedicated their time in the spirit of raising funds for our club 
and the Kenora & Lake of the Woods Regional Community Foun-
dation. Hats off to all the ladies attending this special event! 


